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MEDIA RELEASE
Friday, 14 May 2010
GOVERNMENT MUST PROVIDE SERVICES FOR 
PEOPLE LIVING WITH PDD-NOS
Independent MLC Ann Bressington is today calling upon the Government to provide services and support to people living with Pervasive Developmental Disorder – Not Otherwise Specified (PDD-NOS), also known as Atypical Autism, equal to the services available to those with Autism and Aspergers.
“Despite PDD-NOS being an Autism Spectrum Disorder that requires all the same treatments and supports as Autism, this Government is refusing to recognise and fund services for sufferers of this condition,” Ann Bressington said.

Ann Bressington earlier this week introduced a motion calling upon the Minister for Disability, the Hon Jennifer Rankine, as a matter of urgency, to:

1. Increase funding to Autism SA and any other similarly funded Non-Government Organisation to enable them to provide services and support for people diagnosed with ‘Pervasive Developmental Disorder – Not Otherwise Specified’ commensurate to those available to those with Autism and Aspergers.

2. Implement measures to:

a. Address any disparity in services and support provided by Disabilities SA between people diagnosed with ‘Pervasive Developmental Disorder – Not Otherwise Specified’ and Autism and Aspergers.

b. Ensure a single definition of Autism Spectrum Disorder that encapsulates Pervasive Developmental Disorder – Not Otherwise Specified is used universally throughout Government departments and agencies.

c. Improve access to and expedite diagnostic services for Autism Spectrum Disorder.

d. Increase awareness of this condition so as to aid early identification, community acceptance and decrease the associated stigma.

“For too long this government has ignored the desperate plight of people living with PDD-NOS. It is time this Government stepped up to the plate and delivered the essential services and support that South Australians deserve,” Ann Bressington said.
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